
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TENTATIVE CALENDAR OF EVENTS - 2009 
These are tentative events to watch for in our 
2009 year.  Planning and setting of dates are 
typically done by your board of directors at the 
beginning of the year and sometimes change.  
 
June 3 - Work Shop for LEGAL EAGLE @   
                      Hangar / see flyer inside. 
 
June 6-7th  Wings and Wheels, Barber   
                  Airport in Alliance, Ohio – see  
                  flyer inside. 
 
June 12 – Board of Directors Meeting -  
             @ Hangar / Everyone welcome 
              Friday 7:30PM 
 
June 21st- General Meeting -  
       Father’s Day  Field trip to Cedar Creek    
       RC flying park … see flyer inside 
 
        (Cedar Creek is near Rostraver    
          Airport)      1:00 PM   Bring a friend;  
          bring a Dad,  bring a kid. 
 
JULY 10 - Board of Directors Meeting 
 
JULY 27 - AUG 2 OSHKOSH AirVenture 
 
AUGUST 6 - 10  B-17 VISIT to Latrobe 
                           Airport.  See flyer for event  
                           information and how you  
                           can get a great T-shirt for   
                           participating. 
 
August 23rd – annual EAA Chapter 45 picnic   
                       at Rostraver airport.   
 
 
Picture at left: a Legal Eagle in flight.

 
2009 – 2010 Officers 

 
Clark Irwin (President) 412 835-3796 

Jack Dernorsek (Vice Pres) 412 824-2297 
John Handis (Secretary) 412-241-2648 
Diana Collier (Treasurer) 724 744-3272 

 
Board of Directors 

Gary Jasper (Tech & Flight Counselor) 
724 941-3414 

Rudy Vogelsberger (Membership Coordinator) 
412 343-2990 

 
Gary Kreutzer 724 454-6786 

Paul Jencka (Young Eagles Coordinator) 
724 744-3272 

Ernie Lanyi 412 384-8447   Fran Hicks 412 384-3675 
 

Marty Fao  724 379-6828 
Ernie Romito 724 335-4821  

 
Rich Petrak 724 925-3788 

Charlie Meyers 412 655-2265 
Rich Seman 412 901-1627  Don Coester 412 531-4496 

 
Eric Humes 412 653-7060  

Jim Carr 412 341-6526         Rob Rossi 412 343-6795 
                      John Mateka  412-833-4503   
     Jack Dernorsek (Newsletter Editor) 412 824-2297 
           eaachapter45.newsletter @ yahoo.com 
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Chapter 45 Newsletter                  Experimental Aircraft Association                    June – July  ‘09 
             
                  NEXT MEETING:   Father’s Day, June 21st  
The June General Membership meeting will be different this year.  Typically we enjoy a visit by 
the local RC (remote control model) flying club but this year, they have suggested that we join 
them to see some flying RC models, including jets down at their field, at Cedar Creek Park. 
The B-17 is coming so please plan to spend some time at the Arnold Palmer Latrobe Airport.  
The Westmoreland County Airport Authority has coordinated the bomber visit with their open 
house which promises to be a big shindig.   Antique autos, displays, vendors, open facilities, etc. 
This is important.  If you know any (other than member Charlie Hawkins, of course)  WWII AAF 
personnel that are still with us, please invite them to visit the bomber when it is here.   
Check your e-mail message that came with this newsletter, or check your printed issue sent in 
the mail to see if you still owe dues.  Please get your dues over to our Membership Director as 
we need to finish the membership drive. 
Richard Seman has been working at the hangar with the plexiglass oven and trying to form a 
clear windshield for his beautiful Emeraude project.  His trials and tribulations have shown how 
difficult it is to create a smooth, clear acrylic shape.  But he’ll keep at it until he gets it right. 
Our April and May Meetings were enjoyed by most folks who attended and I wanted to give a 
grand Thank You to both Paul Jencka and Rudy Vogelsberger for going out of their way to 
present interesting non-aviation topics (although there were great flying scenes in Paul’s Alaska 
movie).  See pictures from Rudy’s meeting elsewhere in this issue. 
On the cool side of things, if you are an internet junky, check out the www.eaa.org website.  
Look for  the section called, Timeless Voices.  These are interviews with some famous and 
other not-so famous flyers.  In particular, watch and enjoy the one from Eric Clutton.  Very neat!     
There is no General Membership meeting in July or August;  see Calendar of Events. 

 

 www.geocities.com/eaach45 
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WELCOME TO EAA CHAPTER 82's  
 ANNUAL FLY-IN 

 WINGS AND WHEELS  

June 6 & 7  2009 
Barber Airport (2D1) 

 
(three miles north of Alliance, OH on Rt 225) 

Come and see aircraft flying with some of the best 
automotive & alternative engines flying today. 

Corvair, Rotax, Volkswagen 

Pancake Breakfast June 6-7th, 7-11am 

PUBLIC WELCOME 
 

Static displays of Homebuilt Aircraft and  
America’s “Most Affordable Vintage Sports Car”  

the Chevrolet Corvair. 
Seminars on Corvair engines & fifth bearings 

Displays of Chapter members projects 
Displays of PRA # 19 rotorcraft members 

 
Contact Ron Willett @ 330-575-3520 or 

 Pete Klapp @330-388-2074 for more information 
 

 

 



                                          Did you know that your chapter has classy pins  
                                          and embroidered patches for sale, cheap? The  
                                          cloisenette style (baked enamel on metal) pins   
                                          are particularly stylish.  Both the pins and the  
                                          patches will work well on your cap, jacket or  
                                          even your flight bag.  See Chuck Meyers at an  
                                          upcoming meeting to purchase. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

=======================================//\\========================================== 

Shop Tip – Inflating Tubeless tires             by Clark Irwin 

Have you ever tried to inflate a tubeless tire without a few extra hands to assist you? I recently tried to 
repair a friend’s hand truck with two flat inflatable tubeless tires. After inspecting them, I determined that 
the tires were in good shape and that they had just lost pressure over the years.  

They were stiff enough that the dolly would work with a very light load (with the tires just flopping around 
on the rims) but no EAAer worth his salt would let that condition continue! I found my self sitting on the 
ground with my compressor hose in one hand, while I tried to compress the tires with my feet, knees, 
elbows, and any other available appendage in order to get the beads to seal while hitting the valve with 
compressed air.  

After several failed attempts (and a few scraped knuckles and choice words), I decided to put on my 
thinking cap and ponder the question “how would Jack Dernorsek do this”?  Ha!  Well the solution was 
rather simple. I got a few zip ties out of my tool box and I grabbed the bottle of 409 that I use to clean the 
bug juice off of my plane. I then gave the rims and the tire beads a squirt of 409 (any mild soapy solution 
should work) and I connected three zip ties together to make a ring large enough to fit around the 
circumference of the tire.  

I simply tightened the zip ties which evenly added pressure around the tire so that the beads on both 
sides contacted the rim. One blast of air and the tires began to take on pressure. Don’t forget to snip the 
zip ties before going to full pressure! The tires are now holding 30 psi each and the dolly can hold a 
whole butt load of bricks, 10 cases of beer, or enough lead to do a weight and balance on the KR-2 in our 
Chapter hangar! 
 

 

 

The picture and note 
to the left is from an 
old Sport Aviation 
magazine from 
around 1969.  
Member Rob Rossi 
acquired a 
somewhat damaged 
and forgotten Stitts 
Flut-R-Bug and has 
plans to restore it to 
flying condition.  
Maybe Rob can 
bring a piece or two 
in for show-n-tell 
one of these days. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
First week night meeting scheduled for June 3rd, 

7:00PM to 9:30PM 
 

Chapter Hangar at Rostraver 
 

Chapter Project: The LEGAL EAGLE Ultralight 
 

Goal: to have something to work on, to learn on, to play with, to talk 
about, to show off, to copy for your own, or just another reason to 

kill time at the airport… 
 

We are building ribs.  If you get excited about this project and want to build 
your own, work along side us and borrow the wing rib jig.  C’mon, let’s build a 
Dawn Patrol of our own!  This is the least expensive airplane you can build. 

 
Next tentative Saturday meetings will be June 13th and June 27th. 

8:30AM- 11:00AM 
 
 

Note:  the next scheduled newsletter will be sent in August-September 2009.   

 



June 21st- General Meeting – EAA CHAPTER 45’s FIRST Father’s Day Field Trip  
                                             Westmoreland County Cedar Creek Park – Sunday 1:00PM   

Model Radio Controlled Airfield. The Mon-Valley R/C Club operates out of Cedar Creek Park; and, on most any 
day, you can observe these diminutive aircraft performing. Visitors and new members are always welcome. For 
information contact:  newsletter@monvalleyrc.com   Web:  www.monvalleyrc.com  

Cedar Creek Park is located one-quarter mile north of the I-70 interchange on State Route 51.   Or about 
two miles south of Rostraver Airport (at third traffic light).  When entering the Park, the second “left” in 
the park (first left after the Municipal Building) brings you to the field.  WATCH for signs.  

 Bring a friend; bring a Dad,  bring a kid.    Not sure how long folks will stay.  Apparently they fly most of 
the day.  If you want to follow Jack, he will leave the Rostraver Airport front parking lot around 1:00PM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------< >------------------------------------------------------- 
                                                                                   Some happy volunteers at left                             
                                                                                   manning the Ch45 booth during the 
                                                                                   last B-17 visit in 2007.  Note the  
                                                                                   great T-shirts!  These are FREE to                
                                                                                   those who volunteer at the event. 
 
                                                                                   Contact Gary Jasper at  
                                                                                   724-941-3414 
                                                                                   (jasperg@nationwide.com) or  
                                                                                    Paul Jencka at 724-744-3272 
                                                                                   (pjencka@windstream.net) 
                                                                                    to volunteer a time at the B-17  
                                                                                    event.  They can tell you of the specific help needed 
and what times to plan to be there.  The big bomber will be visiting August 6-10th.  A big help would be on 
that First and Second day during the week (Thursday / Friday).    Here is another look at the happy 
crew… (lower right) 
  
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Picture at left is from Rudy’s May Meeting. 
Thanks to member John Mateka for the great pic. 



Minutes from the 05/08/2009 Chapter 45 Board Of Directors Meeting       Secretary: John Handis 
 
NOTE:  The April 2009 Board of Directors Meeting was cancelled in observance of Good Friday.   
 
The May 2009 EAA Chapter 45 Board of Directors Meeting (BOD) Meeting was called to order at 19:40 hours (7:40 PM) 
EDT by President Clark Irwin.  BOD Members present included John Handis, Ernie Lanyi, John Mateka, Gary Kreutzer,  
Diana Collier, Paul Jencka, Ernie Romito, Don Coester,  Fran Hicks, Richard Seaman, Gary Jasper, C.R. Meyers, Clark Irwin, 
Jack Dernorsek, and Jim Carr.  

[Note: You Must sign in to be recorded as attended.] 
Old Business: 

l Clark read the previous meeting minutes from the March Meeting. 
l Monthly Meetings: 

� Rudy Volgelsberger has a professor lined up to talk about the origins of people's names. This was tentative for 
May's meeting, next week, but was not confirmed at the April BOD meeting, as the meeting was cancelled.  Rudy 
was able to confirm (at the May BOD meeting) that the speaker will be at next week's meeting. 

� Since the May Meeting is really a non-aviation topic, Rudy wants everyone to bring a friend to the meeting. 
� The June visit to the Model Field has been confirmed.  Sunday meeting.  Map will be included in newsletter.  

People will be meeting at the hanger and going down as a group, as well. 
Jan --- Meeting Canceled --- Weather Jul --- BOD Only --- EAA Convention 

Feb --- Jack Denorsek --- Various Topics Aug ---BOD Only --B-17 visit & Ch.45 Picnic Aug 23 

Mar --- Spring Social --- Dinner Meeting Sep --- Ernie Romito --- Topic TBD 

Apr --- Paul Jenka --- Alaska trip Oct --- Gary Jasper --- Topic TBD 

May --- Guest of Rudy Volgelsberger's  --- The origin 
of names. 

Nov --- John Handis --- CNC & The Personal 
Fabrication Revolution. 

Jun --- Field Trip to Model Field --- Saturday Dec --- BOD Only --- Holidays 
  Chapter Bylaws: 

� Bylaw discussion after New Business. 
l Webmaster/Website: 

� It was discussed outside of the meeting that a new webmaster (other than John) was available.  After some further 
discussion in the meeting, it was decided that Michelle Glaeser will be our new webmaster. 

l It ended up that nobody went to Keystone Wing of the Commemorative Air Force's (CAF's) Bus Trip to the Udvar-
Hazy Center of the Smithsonian. 

l The new registration for the aircraft trailer in the hanger:  Sticker is on license plate, and the card is in the file cabinet. 
l AOPA Safety Foundation 

� GPS From the Ground Up             O  March 30.  RIDC Blawnox 
� Rudy Volgelsberger & Paul Jenka went.  Reported seeing LOTS of people there.  Pretty much a full house. 

l Rear Admiral Harry Garhardt model collection donation. 
� Don brought these nice, boxed die-cast models in to the clubhouse. 
� Clark looking for display shelving.       O  May use existing glass-faced shelving for some of them. 

l Legal Eagle 
� Last Saturday, Jack, Chuck, and Gary were here. 
� Templates made for gussets.       O  May 23 is next meeting. 

l B17 Coming to LBE 
� Weekend after Airventure. 
� LBE has already done a press release.    O  KDKA-TV is lined up for Media Flight. 
� Will be different this year – will be at opposite side of terminal. 

*  Classic car show will be going on, as well.    *  D.J. Will be there.       *  Food vendors, Beer vendors... 
� Discussion of should we distribute T-Shirts vs. Hats. 

¦  It was decided that we should inventory what we have left from last year. 
¦  After meeting, it was revealed to the Secretary that we have 11 Large T-shirts, and 1 Medium T-shirt. 

� Gary and Paul are the People Coordinators (PCs), and are signing up volunteers. 
Treasurer's Report: 

l The Treasurer gave three months worth of reports. 
� Treasurer was not present at March meeting to give February report. 
� There was no April BOD meeting to give February or March reports. 

l The March-to-April reports showed a change in the check number sequence from 1386 back to 1001, reflecting the 
new checking account with the new chapter name. 

l J. Handis motioned to accept the reports for February-April.  D. Coester seconded.  Unanimous favorable vote. 



New Business: 
l CDC “Syndrome.” 
l Meadville Chapter,  Upcoming fly-in/classic car breakfast. 
l Young Eagles Event Update (P. Jenka) 

� 14 Kids showed up.     O   Everybody had a ball. 
l Sending Memorabilia to the EAA Museum (C.R. Meyers)   *Patches with old and new logo.     *Pin. 
l Hangar Door (R. Seaman). 

� Rich is getting bids from Fiberglass firms for large enough sheets to fix the hangar door. 
� Jack said that we could also use aluminum, as he has a sheet metal brake. 

l Vote on Legal Eagle 
� Ernie Lanyi voiced some concerns over the Legal Eagle project, and thought that we should have a vote on it. 

¦  Our rules permit a short-term final assembly/inspection of near-finished aircraft in our hangar.  We had just 
settled issues from the previous tenant keeping an aircraft (Cozy Mk III) in our hangar, long term, and this 
seemed to be a similar situation. 

� A productive discussion ensued. 
¦  Richard Seaman's concerns were that he was near the final assembly phase of his aircraft, and would there be 

room for it in the hangar.  Richard was assured that his aircraft would have priority. 
¦  Jack assured the board that the Legal Eagle is in its infancy at this time, & does not even need the hangar 

space.  The ribs/small parts generated so far could be stored in a box in the meeting room, if need be. 
¦  Jack will take responsibility to keep BOD updated on what will be necessary in future steps of the project. 

� J. Handis motioned in favor of the Legal Eagle.  G  Kreutzer seconded the motion. Unanimous favorable vote. 
Chapter Bylaws: 
Note:  Since this will be a recurring New Business item, the Secretary has decided to break this out into its own category. 
 

l Jack Dernorsek distributed a new draft document, with some proposed changes on the copy. 
l Article III – Purpose, as agreed at March, 2009 BOD meeting: 

� a and b left unchanged. 
� Add c: As a social club, for pleasure and comradary and information exchange regarding aviation. 
� #4 from National EAA Chapter Guidelines Document. 

l Article III – Purpose, as proposed on the new draft document. 
� Scrap a through d, and adopt the 8 purpose paragraphs listed in the National EAA Chapter Guidelines Document. 
� John Handis suggested that paragraph c, which was added last month, be kept as paragraph 8, and the eighth 

paragraph from the National EAA Chapter Guidelines Document (“Have Fun”) be made paragraph 9. 
l Article IV – Membership 

� Sunset Patrol and Life Membership cancelled in 1996. 
� Section I – Eligibility for membership. 

¦  Fran Hicks noticed that this section did not mention National EAA membership as a prerequisite, even 
though Section II does mention National EAA membership. 

¦  Official name of National EAA is EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION, INC., but will be 
referred to as “National EAA” in these meeting minutes for brevity. 

� Section II – Classification of Membership. 
¦  Paragraph a 

l Remove reference to Life Member.  End with: “...a member of Chapter 45, in good standing.” 
l C.R. Meyers caught the fact that the reference to the National EAA was missing “INC” at the end. 

¦  Clark Irwin announced that the chapter had received a mailing from the National EAA, announcing 6-month 
complimentary memberships. 
l The question was raised if we, as a chapter should do the same thing. 
l It was decided not to add a clause for complimentary memberships, as this would violate our IRS 

definition as a social club – all members must pay dues. 
l Jack also recommended that paragraphs b (Honorary Member) and c (Junior Member) be stricken from 

the bylaws for similar reasons. 
Jim Carr moved to adjourn.  Don Coester seconded.  Unanimous favorable vote.  Meeting adjourned 20:39 hours (08:39 PM, 
EST).  
 

 


